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PROVING YOUR CASE  
WITH LAW AND STANDARDS 

Presenter: Judy G. Russell, CG® and CGLSM 

More Than Just Names: Advanced US Census Research 
Those every-10-years U.S. censuses are goldmines of names, ages and 
birthplaces for members of our families. But there's so much more in the 
census records if we know where to look: everything from socioeconomic 
status to crops grown or products made, from school attendance to marriage 
dates, from physical disabilities to causes of death, from military service to 
clues that lead us to other sources. Learn how an advanced search of the U.S. 
census records can add to your family history. 

Revelers, Hogkillers and Disobedient Children: Early State Laws 
The laws our ancestors lived by tell their own story of life in earlier times, and 
early state laws from every part of the nation tell the stories of Blue Laws, 
wild animals, and children needing humbling.  

Separate but Unequal: Slave Laws and their Records 
Whether north or south of the Mason-Dixon line, laws governed enslaved 
Americans, free people of color and slave-owners alike, creating a treasure 
trove of records for today's genealogists. 

When Worlds Collide: Resolving Conflicts in Genealogical Records 
The Genealogical Proof Standard says to resolve conflicts in data... but like so 
many things that sound good, it’s easier said than done. What exactly are we 
supposed to do when we encounter conflicting evidence? What are the basic 
types of evidence conflicts and the methods – and tips and tricks – we can use 
to resolve them? 

 

 

 

Register Online (or see p. 4 for mail registration) 

Members: https://ags-spr2019-members.eventbrite.com 
Nonmembers: https://ags-spr-2019-nonmembers.eventbrite.com 

Seminar Programs 

https://ags-spr2019-members.eventbrite.com/
https://ags-spr-2019-nonmembers.eventbrite.com/


The Legal Genealogist Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law 
degree. She writes, teaches and lectures on a wide variety of 
genealogical topics, ranging from using court records in family history 
to understanding DNA testing. A Colorado native with roots deep in 
the American south on her mother’s side and entirely in Germany on 
her father’s side, she holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism with a 
political science minor from George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. and a law degree from Rutgers School of Law-
Newark. She has worked as a newspaper reporter, trade association 
writer, legal investigator, defense attorney, federal prosecutor, law 
editor and, for more than 20 years before her retirement in 2014, was 
an adjunct member of the faculty at Rutgers Law School. 

She is a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the 
National Genealogical Society and numerous state and regional 
genealogical societies. She has written for the National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly (from which she received the 2017 Award of 

Excellence), the National Genealogical Society Magazine, the FGS Forum, BCG’s OnBoard, and Family Tree 
Magazine, among other publications.  

On the faculty of the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research, the Salt Lake Institute of 
Genealogy, the Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh, the Midwest African American 
Genealogy Institute, and the Genealogical Institute on Federal Records, she is a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Board for Certification of Genealogists®, from which she holds credentials as a 
Certified Genealogist® and Certified Genealogical Lecturer℠. Her award-winning blog appears at The 
Legal Genealogist website (http://www.legalgenealogist.com).  

8:30 Registration & Refreshments 11:45 Lunch (on your own) 

9:15 AGS Business Meeting 1:15 
Separate but Unequal: Slave Laws and 
their Records

9:30 
More Than Just Names: Advanced US 
Census Research 

2:15 Break 

10:30 Break 2:30 
When Worlds Collide: Resolving 
Conflicts in Genealogical Records 

10:45 
Revelers, Hogkillers and Disobedient 
Children: Early State Laws 

3:30 Door Prizes 

Door prizes, friends, fun, and one of the nation’s  
best genealogy teachers all day. You don’t want to miss it! 

Seminar Schedule

Judy G. Russell  JD, CG®, CGLSM 
 

http://www.legalgenealogist.com/


Certification: You DON'T Have to be Perfect 
Judy Russell will lead us in an hour-long session on earning certification by the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists®--a board on which she serves. Session starts at 3:00pm Friday, March 8, at the Hoover 
Public Library (Fitzgerald & Shakespeare Rooms). The library is located at 200 Municipal Dr, Hoover, 
Alabama 35216. 
 
The Alabama Genealogical Society is sponsoring this event and it is free to the public. Seating is limited, 
though, so either mark your registration card that you intend to join us, or reserve your seat for the event 
online at https://ags-free-event.eventbrite.com. 

See page 2 for links to register online, if you prefer. 
Fees: $35 for members and $45 for nonmembers. We will draw for door prizes at the end of the day. 

Special Considerations: Videotaping and audiotaping of this program is prohibited, unless visual or 
auditory impairments require it. In that case, the recording cannot be shared beyond the one person.

Surname Database: Consider adding your family’s surnames to the online Alabama Genealogical Society 
Surname Database before the event, in order to find other attendees working on your family lines: 
https://gegbound.com/ags-surname-database/.  

Questions: Email any questions to info@algensoc.org. For more information about the AGS, visit 
algensoc.org. 

--Cut here and mail-- 

A G S  S p r i n g  2 0 1 9  S E M I N A R  R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M  

Complete one form per attendee 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________   Phone (_______) _________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________     

City ___________________________________________ State _______ Zip ______________ 

Fee (check 
status): 

 Member ($35)  Nonmember ($45) 
 I will attend Bonus 

Event Mar. 8 (free) 

Make checks payable to “Alabama Genealogical Society.” We must receive your registration by Friday, 
March 1, 2019, to ensure you receive a handout at the event. Mail check with this form to:  

Free Bonus Event on Friday 

Registration 

https://ags-free-event.eventbrite.com/
https://gegbound.com/ags-surname-database/
mailto:info@algensoc.org
http://algensoc.org/


AGS Seminar, P.O. Box 293921, Samford University, Birmingham, AL 35229  



Program Address: Brock Auditorium, Samford University, 200 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 
35229. Enter Samford University from Lakeshore Drive at the Main Gate on Sherman Circle. At the first 
stop sign, turn right onto Montague Drive. Follow the road around to Riley Road, and take a left. Follow 
this road around to its end behind Dwight Beeson Hall. Walk around to front of building to enter main 
doors, which open just outside Brock Auditorium. (Please note: A number of buildings on the Samford 
Campus have the name “Beeson” in them. Make sure you are at Dwight Beeson Hall.) 

Parking: Parking is open on the weekends at Samford and this will be Spring Break, so you should easily 
find parking in the lots behind Dwight Beeson Hall and along Riley Road along the way in. In the 
diagram below, blue and brown blocks are parking areas.  

Map & Parking 




