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AROUND THE STATE 

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY  
Alabama Voices, the highly anticipated, new centerpiece exhibition at the Museum of Alabama 

officially opened to the public on Saturday, February 15, 2014.  Visitors enjoyed tours of the exhibit, 
presentations by contributors to the project, Alabama food, art, and music on the front lawn, children's 
activities and more.  The Alabama Tourism Department has named the Museum of Alabama as the state's 
“2014 Attraction of the Year.” There is a two-page spread in the 2014 Alabama Vacation Guide. Each 
year, the Tourism Department selects ten events from over 1,400 happening around the state based on 
their significance and uniqueness. The Grand Opening of the Alabama Voices exhibition on February 15th 
was designated a 2014 Top 10 Event. The staff of ADAH considers this a great honor.  

<www.museum.alabama.gov/> 
An AGS member, Ginger Jones, attended the grand opening and submitted the following comments: 

I was honored to be part of the Grand opening of “Alabama Voices - The Centerpiece Exhibition of 
the Museum of Alabama” at Alabama Archives and History on Saturday February 15, 2013. 

This major new exhibit is brilliant, telling the life and history of Alabama from early 1700 until 
21st century.  This permanent, Smithsonian-quality exhibition is the culmination of nearly a decade’s 
worth of research, planning, and fundraising.  Occupying nearly 11,000 square feet on the museum’s 
second floor, the exhibition includes more than 800 artifacts and hundreds of images. It includes 22 
audiovisual programs about various historic subjects, including the Civil War, industrialization, the rise 
of the cotton economy and more. These experiences will be communicated through the 'voices' of 
Alabama residents throughout history using diaries, letters, speeches, songs and other sources. 

 The Alabama Archives and History directors, talented staff, historical and archaeological advisers, 
designers, artisans, artists and numerous volunteers contributing to this exhibition need to be 
praised for their long hours, dedication of this achievement of a rich and momentous story of 
Alabama. 
 The Exhibition is a “must see” -- plan for a couple of hours for your visit.  
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Alabama Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 3921 
Samford University 

Birmingham, AL 35229 
ags@algensoc.com 

 
Website 

website: www.algensoc.org 
 

The Samford University 
Library 

Special Collection Department 
is the depository for the Society. 

 
The Alabama Genealogical 

Society Newsletter 
is published quarterly 

and mailed the first of March, 
June, September and December. 

 
Editor 

Brenda Briney 
assisted by Carol Payne 

Sue Steele-Mahaffey 
and Jim Anderson 

 
Email the editor 

news of meetings, 
conferences and projects of 
genealogical and historical 

societies in Alabama 
and adjacent states. 

newsletter@algensoc.org 
 

Membership 
$20.00 individual 

$25.00 family 
$15.00 for libraries. 

 
Magazine 

Members are encouraged to 
submit articles 

to the AGS Magazine 
www.algensoc.org/magazine 

 
Books for Review 

Authors who would like to have 
their publications considered for 
review should send them to the 

Book Review Chairman 
in care of the Society. 

 

 
 

ALABAMA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
(AGS) 

REMINDER:  The Alabama Genealogical Society Spring Seminar will be 
held Saturday, April 5, 2014, at Samford University, Beeson Business 
Building, Brock Auditorium, from 8:30 AM to 3:15 PM. See <algensoc.org> 
and the enclosed flyer for registration and content information. Please contact 
your Facebook groups and friends and encourage them to come to the 
seminar to learn what DNA testing is all about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to these new First Families of Alabama certificate recipients: 

 
AGS welcomes the following new 
members… 
(as of February 20) 
Jacquelyn Chandler Autrey, Montgomery AL 
Jean Dewitt Barnette, Mary Esther FL 
Quentin Black, Pensacola FL 
Rebecca Black, Pensacola FL 
John K. Brown, Prattville AL 
Sarah Park Hurst Crane, Prattville AL 
Oweta Louise Floyd, Spokane WA 
Marsha Watts Foreman, Maylene AL 
Bonnie Glass, Cullman AL 
William Glass, Cullman AL 
Nanette W. Gorton, West Monroe LA 
Janis Autrey Newton, Greenville AL 
Connie W. Revels, Slidell LA 
Judy Russell, Avenel NJ 
Hazel Pritchett Singson, Clarksville TN 
Lina Abney Waldrop, Auburn AL 
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The Alabama Genealogical Society is sad to 
report that two long-time members of the 
society have passed on: 

 Mary Elizabeth “Bettie” Walker Fricke died December 
11, 2013, in Dothan, Alabama. Bettie was a holder of 
eleven First Family of Alabama Certificates honoring those 
of her ancestors who settled here before statehood.  
Mrs. Fricke was also a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the United Daughters of the War of 
1812 and other lineage organizations.  

Linda Sue Smith Schritter died January 7, 2014 in Mary 
Esther, Florida.  Linda was a holder of a First Family of 
Alabama Certificate and was the longest member on 
record with AGS in 2013. Linda earned a Master of Library 
Science Degree from the University of Hawaii in 1987 and 
worked in libraries in Nebraska, Hawaii and Florida. In 
later years she was involved in leadership activities with 
Brownie and Girl Scout groups in Florida. 

 The society extends its condolences to the 
families of Bettie and Linda. 

_______ 
 
 

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
(AHC)	  

The annual French and Indian War Encampment 
will be held April 19 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
and April 20 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in 
Wetumpka, Alabama. Attendees can visit Fort 
Toulouse-Fort Jackson to see French, British, 
and Spanish military groups portray units that 
fought for control of the land during the French 
and Indian War. There will be demonstrations of 
18th century life in a Creek Indian village. 
Admission - $2 adults, $1 for students. Call 
(334) 567-3002 for more information.  
  

INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY AND 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH  

(IGHR) 
Registration for 2014 is now open. A link is 
available on the IGHR Registration page. Go to 
<www4.samford.edu/schools/ighr/> for up-to-
date information regarding registration and 
available courses. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 
The Family History Center presents its Semi-
Annual Family History Fair March 15, 2013, 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, at the LDS Church, 
2780 Altadena Rd., Birmingham, AL 35243. 
The theme is “Putting Family in Family 
History.” There will be live presentations by 
local experts and sessions broadcast from the 
RootsTech Conference in Salt Lake City. 
Whether a beginner or an advanced researcher, 
youth or adult, a tech expert or not, there will be 
something for everyone in the selection of 
classes and workshops. There will be time to 
attend five classes. Over 200 attended the last 
fair in 2012. 
Lunch will be provided.  There is no cost for 
anything, but please register so that adequate 
seating and lunch can be provided. For further 
information and to register online Go to  
<bafhf2014.wix.com/fair>.  
Research goes on continually at Family History 
Centers all over the world.  Everyone is 
welcome to do family history work there. The 
Centers provide personal assistance, online 
databases, microfilm, and computer and printer 
services. There is free access to some 
subscription research sites. The door to the 
Center is nearest the Altadena Road entrance to 
parking.  For information about the Center, its 
operating hours and contact info please go to  
<familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Birmingham_A
labama_Family_History_Center>. 

ALABENTON GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY  (ALABGS) 

Monthly meetings take place in the Ayers Room 
on the second floor of the Anniston-Calhoun 
County Public Library on the corner of Wilmer 
and 10th Street, Anniston, Alabama, at 1:00 PM 
on the first Saturday of each month (except for 
May, June, July and August) unless that 
Saturday falls in a holiday weekend. Since the 
meeting space occasionally has to be changed, 
be sure to check in at the sign-up table outside 
the Alabama Room for the location of the 
meeting.  
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The April 5, 2014, meeting will feature Colonel 
Larry P. Cornwell, SAF Retired, whose subject 
will be "Revolutionary War." 
On May 3, 2014, Shane Spears and Tom 
Mullins will provide a "Virtual Tour of Hillcrest 
Cemetery." For further information, go to 
<rootsweb.ancestry.com/~alabgs/>. 

AUTAUGA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
The March 16th program held at 2:00 PM at 
131N. Washington Street, will feature Lenore 
Kirkpatrick and Al Bock telling about realizing 
their dream of saving many historical buildings 
in downtown Prattville. Old Prattvillage was 
established in 1982 and occupies part of the land 
purchased by Daniel Pratt in 1835.  This area is 
now comprised of buildings and houses dating 
from circa 1840 to circa 1915. 
The Autauga Genealogical Society and the 
Montgomery Genealogical Society will host a 
joint meeting at the Figh-Pickett-Barnes House 
in Montgomery at 2:30 PM. April 13.  Jeff 
Benton will speak on his book Respectable and 
Disreputable: Leisure Time in Antebellum 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
 

NORTHEAST ALABAMA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  

 (NEAGS) 
NEAGS will host its 2014 Ancestor Swap Meet 
beginning Friday, March 21, with a Memorial 
Dinner Theater at the Pitman Theater in 
Gadsden to honor our Civil War ancestors. A 
special dinner, similar to what might have been 
served during a time prior to the Civil War in 
the South when food was in good supply, will 
be served.   “My Grandfather’s Watch,” an 
original program written by Steve Gipson and 
performed by Steve and Allison Gipson of 
Button Willow Church in Whitwell, Tennessee, 
will be shown. Dress is casual. Those who wish 
to dress in their Civil War period finest may 
certainly do so.  Please check the special box on 
the registration form if the ladies plan to wear 
hoops.  A discount will be available for those 
attending both Friday and Saturday events.  
 The Ancestor Swap Meet will be held Saturday, 

March 22, at the Senior Activity Center. The 
day will be divided into two sessions -- one will 
explore the North and the other session, the 
South. New information and areas to research 
will make the Ancestor Swap Meet a good day 
for all attending. Mark Lowe, professional 
genealogist, is our special guest speaker.  
Due to space limitations, there should be no 
Civil War dress at the Saturday meeting.  As 
usual the day will be filled with fellowship, fun, 
and door prizes plus a hot lunch at no extra 
charge. See  <neags.com> for the flyer, and 
further information about the event and 
registration.  
 
TENNESSEE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY  
(TVGS) 

The regular membership meeting (Visitors 
always welcome) will be held Thursday, April 
24, 2014, at 7:00 PM in the Huntsville Public 
Library at 7:00 PM. Cynthia Guffey, First Vice 
President of TVGS, will present the program, 
Quaker Genealogy.  
TVGS will host a seminar Saturday, May 3, 
2014, from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM, in the 
Huntsville Public Library Auditorium, The 
program will be A Day of Genealogy with Pam 
Sayre: Military, Mapping, and Court Records.  
Further information and the registration form is 
available on the TVGS website (<tvgs.org>). 
Reservations and payment must be received by 
April 24, 2014.  
 

AROUND THE REGION 
GENEALOGY JAMBOREE 

The 4th annual ���Genealogy Jamboree ���and 
Pioneer Day will be held ���in the historic town of 
���Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, ���June 12 - 14, 
2014���. The hours are Thursday through Friday, 
10:00 AM to 7:00 PM and 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
���Saturday.  ���Pioneer Day is Saturday the 14th. 
Exhibitors and speakers ���are free to the public 
and there will be free parking in the town of 
Cumberland. 
The 4th Annual Genealogy Jamboree is also 
pleased to announce the return after 240 years of 
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Daniel Boone and the Axe Men that cut the 
Wilderness Road. They will start at Martin 
Station in Virginia. and will arrive in the Gap 
and then head over the Mountain to Kentucky. 
The public will be able to follow behind, 
walking in the footstep of their ancestors.  Go to 
<boonesociety.org> for more info on the 
"Boone Trace Project."  Go to the Genealogy 
Jamboree's web page <genealogyjamobree.us/>, 
call 678-522-4838 or email 
david@genealogyjamboree.us for further 
information. 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY (MTGS) 

MTGS will hold its regular meeting Saturday, 
March 15th at 1:00 PM at FiftyForward Patricia 
Hart Building, 174 Rains Avenue, Nashville, 
TN. Joe Spann will speak on "Albion's Seed: A 
Deeper Understanding of our English Colonial 
Ancestors,"��� by David Hackett 
For 21 years Mr. Spann was the director of the 
Polk County Historical and Genealogical 
Library at Bartow, Florida. There is no charge 
for this meeting and refreshments will be 
served.  The May 17th meeting (same time, same 
place) will feature Myers Brown, Archivist, 
Archives Development Program at the 
Tennessee State Library and Archives.  ���The 
topic will be announced.��� There is also no charge 
for this meeting, and refreshments will be 
served. For further information, go to 
<mtgs.org>. 
 
TENNESSEE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

(TNGS) 
The Germantown Regional History and 
Genealogy Center, located near Memphis at 
7779 Poplar Pike, Germantown, TN,  TNGS has 
a number of upcoming events. There will be a 
genealogy/technology discussion group at 10:00 
AM Saturday, March 22, 2014, and every fourth 
Saturday thereafter. No registration is required 
for these meetings. TNGS will hold a beginning 
genealogy class at 1:30 PM, Sunday, March 9. 
Tina Sansone, Media Relations Director for the 
Tennessee Genealogical Society (TNGS) will be 

presenting. It is free and open to the public. No 
registration is required. 
TNGS will also hold a full-day seminar 
Saturday, March 15 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 
at The Pickering Center, 7771 Poplar Pike, 
Germantown, TN 38138, with the Ulster 
Historical Foundation. To get further 
information and to register, go to at <tgns.org>.  
The TNGS will hold its annual spring seminar 
Saturday, May 3 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, 
also at the Pickering Center. (To register, go to 
<tngs.org> and for questions or more 
information on any of these events, please 
contact Carla Maitland via email at 
carlamaitland@yahoo.com or the Tennessee 
Genealogical Society at 901-754-4300. 
 

WEST FLORIDA GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY (WFGS) 

The WFGS regular meeting will be held at 
10:00 AM in the West Florida Genealogy 
Library, 5740 N. 9th Avenue, Pensacola, 
Florida, April  5. 
Judy Russell, a Certified Genealogist with a law 
degree, will present The Ties That Bond.  From 
marriage bonds to freedom bonds, sureties given 
in a wide variety of circumstances can offer 
clues to our family members and their friends, 
associates and neighbors. 
The programs for May 3 and June 7 have not 
been announced. For further information, go to 
<rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flwfgs/> and click on 
2014 calendar. 

_________ 
NATIONAL NEWS 

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
The 2014 Family History Conference will be 
held at the Greater Richmond Convention 
Center in Richmond, Virginia. May 7 through 
the 10.  Please go to <ngsgenealogy.org> for 
further information. 

WEB SITES RELATED TO ARTICLES IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER ARE CLICKABLE AT:	  

<algensoc.org/newslinks> 
 


