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NEWS 
AGS SEMINAR 

Registration is open for our Fall Seminar, Saturday, October 14, at the State 
Archives in Montgomery.   Titled 21st Century Tools 
and Methods, presenter Drew Smith will discuss 
Organizing Your Genealogy Research Process, 
Crowdsourcing Your Brick Walls, Cloud Computing 
for Genealogists, and Organizing Your DNA Testing.   
His bio appears on our web page along with the 
registration form at: 
<www.algensoc.org/main/SeminarFlyer.pdf>.  Please 
register early to insure you receive a packet with 
handouts and a surname exchange booklet.  
 
VOTE AT OCTOBER 14 SEMINAR 
Prior to the program, the Society's business meeting will be held at 9:15.  Two 
items are to be voted on by members.  As reported from the respective 
committees at the AGS Board meeting of Sept 8, 2017 these items are:  

• ELECTION OF OFFICERS   
The nominating committee reported a slate of 6 nominess for terms of two years 
effective January 2018. (nominees are listed on page 3 of this Newsletter) 
 Nominations are allowed from the floor if the nominee has given prior approval. 

• BYLAWS AMENDMENTS:   
The bylaws committee reported recommendations for changes to Article III of the 
Bylaws that remove some ambiguities in wording.  The proposed changes can be 
viewed at <www.algensoc.org/amendments>. 
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SMITH 

This First Families of Alabama (FFA) certificate was issued since our 
last Newsletter.  All certificates are listed on the web at 
<www.algensoc.org/main/firstfamilies.html> 

Certificate #423, to Cynthia Kay Rivers Paul, Issued: 31 July 2017 
Ancestor: Edward Smith Through lineage: RIVERS, MITCHEM, 

HARE, CREIGHTON, SMITH, FORD 
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AGS welcomes these new members: 
Melinda Baker Decatur, AL 
Stephen Baker Decatur, AL 
Susan Baugh Bertram Santa Ana, CA 
Brandi Evans Andalusia, AL 
Tammie Evans Andalusia, AL 
Kellen Jones Keller, TX 
Mark Jones Keller, TX 
John Frank Law Montgomery AL 
Sheila H. Ward Rockford, AL 

* * * 
 
AGS DONATES FOR ARCHIVES SCANNER PROJECT 
At the board meeting of September 8, a proposal was approved to donate five thousand 
dollars to the Friends of the Alabama  Archives toward the fund to purchase a multi-
purpose scanner.  <see Archives Scanner, page 4>  Once put into service it can scan very 
large format documents with a goal to place the images on-line by the Archives.  
The "Friends" is a 501(c)(3) organization established to handle donations and to provide 
volunteers for the Archives.  

__________________________ 
 
FAMILY SEARCH DISCONTINUES MICROFILM DISTRIBUTION 

On June 26, Family Search posted the following on their website. 
"Family Search, a world genealogy leader and nonprofit, announced 
today its plans to discontinue its 80-year-old microfilm distribution 
service. The transition is the result of significant progress made in 
FamilySearch’s microfilm digitization efforts and the obsolescence of 
microfilm technology. The last day for ordering microfilm will be August 
31, 2017. " [Note, that date was extended to September 8] 

For more information visit:  <www.goo.gl/XDezRk>  
   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PUBLISHED? 
AGS is looking for stories from our members. 

Have an interesting ancestor to write about?  Can you tell us how you broke through a brick wall?  
Do you know of church records or grave markers that need to be transcribed?   
If you have an idea for an article let us help you develop it, or send us a finished draft to help with 
formatting. 
For examples of past article topics look at our index of back issues of magazines at 
<www.algensoc.org/main/MasterIndex.pdf>.   And you can view scanned copies of our magazine 
articles through 2005 at: <www.digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/hgpub> 
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 OFFICER NOMINEES FOR 2018-2019 
 

President 
Caroline Horton, currently is our 1st Vice President and Program Committee Chair. 

Caroline has served in many positions within the Society.  She is a long-time president 
of the Autauga Genealogical Society. 
  

First Vice President and Program Committee Chair 
Donna Cox Baker, Editor-in-Chief, Alabama Heritage and also acquires history texts 

for the University of Alabama Press. Until 2019, she will also be serving as the co-chair 
of the Statewide Initiatives Committee of the Alabama Bicentennial Commission. 
Genealogy is her personal passion, and she owns and hosts a blog called “The Golden 
Egg Genealogist." Donna has a PhD in history. 
  

Second Vice President and Membership Chair 
Richard (Rick) Reed became a member of AGS in 2012. He is recently retired from 

AT&T (formerly BellSouth Telecommunications) where he served over 35 years as an 
Information Technology professional. Since Rick’s retirement, he has enjoyed traveling,  
hiking and doing genealogical research. 
 

Recording Secretary 
Michael C. Wells, former three term Librarian General of the National Society Sons 

of the American Revolution, past Alabama State SAR President and chapter President 
of the Birmingham Chapter of SAR. Michael is also a past president of the Birmingham 
Genealogical Society. Michael has received the Minuteman Award which is the highest 
award presented to a member by the National Society. He is also the chair of the 
Alabama Society’s George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay Contest. 
  

Corresponding Secretary 
Jan Hutchison, a driving force for the 7th Floor Records Project of the Tuscaloosa 

Genealogical Society. This project had as its mission to preserve, digitize, index, and 
publish the 19th century court records of Tuscaloosa County. The bound records 
collection consists of 535 volumes ranging in date from 1822 through 1900. This is a 
project of the Night Group of the Tuscaloosa Genealogical Society Historic Records 
Preservation Committee. 
  

Treasurer 
Jim Anderson is currently our 2nd Vice President and Membership Chair of the 

Society. Jim is a past Treasurer and serves on the Publications Committee among many 
other contributions such as a leading force in the Loose Papers Project as well as the 
Society’s webmaster. 
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ARCHIVES SCANNER (continued from page 2) 
 

Excerpt from Spring 2016 Friends of the Archives Newsletter article by 
Georgia Ann Hudson, Communications Director 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 
 

In just a few short years, Alabama will celebrate its 200th birthday on December 14, 
2019. 

As Alabama's official government records repository, the Archives houses and cares 
for our state's earliest public records, dating to the creation of the Alabama Territory. 

These records document the process of creating entirely new governmental 
institutions and processes in a frontier society. The Archives' collection contains a trove 
of important early documents.  

Examples include: a ledger containing the signatures of the members of the first 
legislature of the Alabama Territory convened at St. Stephens in 1817; the Constitution 
of 1819 (as well as five subsequent constitutions); ballot returns from the first 
gubernatorial election in 1819, a resolution from the first state legislature expressing 
gratitude to U.S. President James Monroe for Alabama's admission to the Union; a list 
of the first appointments of public officers made by first Governor William Wyatt Bibb; 
and the first state budget. 

While these records of our state's early government are well preserved in our climate 
controlled storage areas, most of them are inaccessible to the general public without a 
visit to our EBSCO Research Room in Montgomery. Because many of the records are 
large and bound in oversized volumes, we do not have the equipment necessary to 
digitize and make them available online. Once digitized, these resources can be used 
not only by the general public but also by educators and researchers in every corner of 
Alabama. 

The effort will require purchasing equipment capable of imaging a variety of types of 
bound, unbound, and oversized materials. Once in place, the scanner will also be used 
to digitize many other special-format items in our collections, including maps, 
architectura renderings, World War I and World War II posters, large scrapbooks, and 
even textiles. 

 
 

* * * 


